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Fifty-year-old Carole May 
doesn’t want extravagant items 
– cars, boats, electronics and 
designer clothes. Instead, May 
wants a permanent place to live 
with her name on the mailbox. She 
wants a stable future. She wants 
to feel like a person and not like 
a statistic.
Without a place to call her own 
for the past 25 years, May is one of 
more than 500 Missoula residents 
struggling with homelessness – 
something May hopes will change 
because of Project Homeless 
Connect.
“When you can’t go out and 
pay money for things you need, 
you feel invisible,” May said. “I 
do care very much that I can go 
out and have someone care. That 
means the world.” 
In its second year, the free one-
day Project Homeless Connect 
event provided nearly 300 of 
Missoula’s homeless and at-risk 
population, like May, with services 
they are usually unable to afford. 
“The whole idea is for people 
to come to a place to get all the 
services they 
need,” said 
Melissa Gordon, 
organizer of 
the event and 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r 
for the Missoula 
Offi ce of Planning 
and Grants. 
Because of this 
event, Gordon 
said, “They 
become more 
aware of what 
resources are out 
there.”
More than 150 volunteers and 40 
agencies donated their services in 
the event sponsored by the Missoula 
At-Risk Housing Coalition, a 
group designed to provide low-
income residents with housing. 
Participants were 
supplied with 
haircuts, dental 
and medical care, 
winter clothing, 
b l a n k e t s , 
d i s a b i l i t y 
services, legal 
advice, and 
housing advice.
May came to 
the event looking 
for help to fi nd 
a permanent 
r e s i d e n c e 
because she is currently sleeping 
on the fl oor of a friend’s house.
“I left an abusive relationship, 
and I’m staying with a friend,” 
May said, “And I’m looking 
for something of my own. I’m 
disabled. I can’t work and there’s 
no income.”
May said that living with such 
an uncertain future for so many 
years of her life makes her goals 
that much clearer.
“I’d just be happy with a little 
studio (apartment) with my name 
on the mailbox,” May said.
Organizers of Project Homeless 
Connect, which was held from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the First 
United Methodist Church, used 
the event to update their statistics 
on homelessness in Missoula 
by having participants fi ll out a 
questionnaire called the Point in 
Time Homeless Survey.
Eight homeless Missoula 
residents who passed away last 
year were honored in a memorial 
service during the day as part 
of Homeless Awareness Week, 
including Forrest Salcido, who was 
beaten to death on the California 
Street footbridge in December.
As each participant walked 
through the doors, they were 
assigned to a volunteer who 
escorted them to the stations 
of their interest. Mickey 
Smotherman, a Project Homeless 
Connect volunteer said he realized 
the importance in understanding 
homeless Missoula residents and 
treating them like human beings.
“It was great because we shared 
a little bit of faith,” Smotherman 
said. “That’s most important for 
people looking for hope – sharing 
positive experiences,” he said.
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Homeless connect with community
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“Do you want my real name, my fi rst name, or my last name? I guess they call me Steve,” said a participant at Project Homeless Connect. Turning back to Lauren, a 
volunteer, Steve draws one of his car decals on the back of a paper plate. 
Katie Michel
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“I do care very much that I can go out and have 
someone care. That 
means the world.
”
– Carole May,
Missoula resident 
See CONNECT, page 12
Obama, Clinton mix civility and barbs in debate
LOS ANGELES (AP) –
Democrats Barack Obama and 
Hillary Rodham Clinton sparred, 
for the most part cordially, over 
immigration, health care and the 
war in Iraq in their fi rst one-on-
one debate on Thursday as they 
faced high-stakes Super Tuesday 
contests that could go a long way 
toward determining the party’s 
presidential nominee.
Clinton emphasized that the 
nation needed a president ready to 
go to work on “Day One.” Obama 
responded: “Part of the argument 
that I’m making in this campaign 
is that it is important to be right on 
Day One.”
Five days before Super Tuesday, 
the two alternated between civility 
and pointed swipes, underscoring 
the importance of the upcoming 
contests. The debate came as 
Obama’s campaign reported 
raising a staggering $32 million in 
January, cash aplenty to advertise 
all through the nearly two dozen 
upcoming races from coast to coast 
– and contests beyond.
Clinton’s campaign reported 
raising $26.8 million from October 
through December, the most recent 
period she reported.
Clinton defended the 
increasingly high-profi le role of her 
husband, former President Clinton, 
in her campaign 
and his recent 
sharp criticism of 
Obama. “At the 
end of the day, 
it’s my name that 
is on the ballot.”
Both were asked about the 
possibility of a “dream ticket” 
of Clinton-Obama – or Obama-
Clinton.
“Obviously there’s a big 
difference between those two,” 
Obama said. “I respect Senator 
Clinton, I think her service to this 
country is extraordinary.” But he 
said, “We’ve got a lot more road 
to travel” before such a decision.
Clinton agreed it was too early 
to discuss running mates.
Both predicted that one of them 
would be the next president in a 
history-making inaugural. Obama 
would be the fi rst black president, 
Clinton the fi rst female president.
Clinton said the Republicans 
are “more of the same” and, 
gesturing toward Obama, she said, 
“We will change 
our country.”
M a k i n g 
amends for his 
apparent snub of 
her at Monday’s 
State of the Union Address, Obama 
assisted Clinton by pulling back 
her chair as the debate – televised 
on CNN – began and ended. They 
then embraced.
But it wasn’t all sweetness and 
light.
One of their most pointed 
exchanges came on the question of 
whether illegal immigrants should 
be able to obtain driver’s licenses. 
Obama supports doing so; Clinton 
initially supported it and now 
opposes it.
“Senator Clinton gave a 
number of different answers over 
the course of six weeks on this,” 
Obama said, turning to Clinton. 
“Initially, you said you were for 
it, then you said you were against 
it.” He said he was raising her 
wavering to underscore that it is “a 
diffi cult political issue.”
Clinton called the controversy 
“a diversion” from efforts to 
come up with comprehensive 
immigration reform. “I co-
sponsored immigration reform in 
2004 before Barack came to the 
Senate,” she said.
Obama argued for his 
candidacy, saying, “I respect 
Senator Clinton’s record. I think 
it’s a terrifi c record. But I also 
believe that the skills that I have 
are the ones that are needed right 
now to move the country forward, 
otherwise I wouldn’t be running 
for president.”
They also clashed on Iraq.
Clinton suggested only she 
Think you know politics? Show your 
stuff and maybe win a free coffee! 
See page 6 for details.
See DEBATE, page 5
Report: 
Military not 
prepared for 
attack on U.S.
WASHINGTON (AP) – The 
U.S. military isn’t ready for a 
catastrophic attack on the country, 
and National Guard forces don’t 
have the equipment or training 
they need for the job, according to 
a report.
Even fewer Army National 
Guard units are combat-ready 
today than were nearly a year 
ago when the Commission on 
the National Guard and Reserves 
determined that 88 percent of the 
units were not prepared for the 
fi ght, the panel says in a new report 
released Thursday.
The independent commission 
is charged by Congress to 
recommend changes in law and 
policy concerning the Guard and 
Reserves.
The commission’s 400-page 
report concludes that the nation 
“does not have suffi cient trained, 
ready forces available” to respond 
to a chemical, biological or nuclear 
weapons incident, “an appalling 
gap that places the nation and its 
citizens at greater risk.”
“Right now we don’t have 
the forces we need, we don’t 
have them trained, we don’t have 
the equipment,” commission 
Chairman Arnold Punaro said in 
an interview with The Associated 
Press. “Even though there is a lot 
going on in this area, we need to 
do a lot more. ... There’s a lot of 
things in the pipeline, but in the 
world we live in — you’re either 
ready or you’re not.”
In response, Air Force Gen. 
Gene Renuart, chief of U.S. 
Northern command, said the 
Pentagon is putting together a 
specialized military team that 
would be designed to respond to 
such catastrophic events.
“The capability for the Defense 
Department to respond to a 
chemical, biological event exists 
now,” Renuart told the AP. “It, 
today, is not as robust as we would 
like because of the demand on the 
forces that we’ve placed across 
the country. ... I can do it today. It 
would be harder on the (military) 
services, but I could respond.”
Over the next year, Renuart 
said, specifi c active duty, Guard 
and Reserve units will be trained, 
equipped and assigned to a three-
tiered response force totaling 
about 4,000 troops. There would 
be a few hundred fi rst responders, 
who would be followed by a 
second wave of about 1,200 troops 
that would include medical and 
See REPORT, page 4
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School of Journalism uses the 
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trol over policy or content. 
Send letters to the editor to 
letters@kaimin.umt.edu or 
drop them off in Anderson 
Hall 208.
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Though he put on an excellent cheese spread when he came to UM, John   
Edwards’ charming Southern drawl and perfectly coiffed ‘do couldn’t keep him in 
the presidential race.  After news broke that Edwards and Rudy Giuliani dropped 
their bids, we steered through snow fl urries to fi nd out...
Q1. What was your reaction to the news that John 
Edwards and Rudy Giuliani dropped out of the 
presidential race?
Q2. Who would you like to see take their places?
•Zander Ault
senior, environmental studies
Q1: I was surprised but that’s about it.
Q2: My dad or Will Smith
•Matt Dagle
senior, art
Q1: I heard nothing about it.
Q2:Les Claypool for president.
•Owen Ross
freshman, music
Q1: I’m not really disappointed because they didn’t look like they were going to win.
But I guess I was disappointed about Edwards.
Q2: Do they have to be alive? Frank Zappa, totally.
•Brenna Hyvonen
junior, music
Q1: That’s news to me.
Q2: I think Abe Lincoln would be a good bet. And Oprah Winfrey.
•Faith Price
UM grad, master’s in social work and journalism
Q1: I think the Republican race had too many candidates and John Edwards was pretty
much done already.  I think the more people who vote for Obama, the better.
Q2: Bob Marley for the Green Party ticket.  He’d make a great president.
•Eric Mundt
junior, economics
Q1: Long overdue for Giuliani and Edwards…yeah. But he had a really good
cheese banquet when he was here.
Q2: The man in the big yellow hat from Curious George.
Welcome to another edition of Big Ups and Backhands, 
where we haven’t yet slipped on the ice this winter. Have you? 
Big Ups to Legos. The Danish toy company celebrated its 
50th birthday this week; 50 years and still lead-free. How DO 
they do it? 
We usually leave competing news outlets alone, but CNN 
this week had a Montana infraction so big it earns Backhands. 
On Monday the top story on its Web site read, “Tester gets fake 
bomb past airport security.” Most across the country would think 
nothing of this, but of course here in Montana we exclaimed, 
“A-ha! Now we know how Sen. Jon Tester really feels about 
national security.” Further inspection revealed that “Tester” was 
in fact a Transportation Security Administration tester.
The Missoulian reported this week that Hooters is coming to 
Missoula. Big Ups.  (For the wings, of course.)
In college we’ve learned two things as absolute: If you drink 
in the dorms, your RA will eventually catch you; and NEVER 
use Wikipedia as a source. Apparently the federal government 
didn’t get the memo. The U.S. Department of State gets some 
patriotic Backhands for linking to Old Unfaithful – Wikipedia – 
on the offi cial Web site of the Super Duper Tuesday primaries.
Apparently a satellite is hurtling toward earth, but don’t 
worry. Experts say the satellite – which is roughly the size of 
a bus (think Park-N-Ride, not double-decker tour bus) – will 
likely break up upon reentry into the earth’s atmosphere. Thus 
any pieces that fall to earth shouldn’t cause too much damage. 
Big Ups to Armageddon being staved off for another week. 
Last October we brought you the story of James “Reverend 
Slanky” Ryan, the renowned pot dealer who was busted with 10 
katrillion pounds of grass in his Missoula hotel room. Anyhow, 
he pleaded guilty this week. Backhands to his wimping out, 
BU&Bh would have killed to see what his defense team might 
have dreamt up.
Big Ups to sushi burgers. We’re not sure if these things exist, 
but they should.
And fi nally this week, Backhands to the way the U.S. polices 
its streets. Bogota, Colombia, has it fi gured out. In addition to 
regular police forces, the city is protected by a security guard 
who dresses like Osama bin Laden to deter crime. 
Thanks again, folks. Come back next week as we’ll once 
more attempt to make your life. Keep checking us out in the 
future, too, for when we actually succeed. 
BU&Bh’s Super Bowl pick: New England 41, Eli Manning 
3 concussions.
BIG UPS
&Backhands
www.montanakaimin.com
www.montanakaimin.com
www.montanakaimin.com
www.montanakaimin.com
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Want to email the Kaimin?
Use our new email 
addresses. 
All other communications should be 
directed to kaimin@umontana.edu .
Letters to the 
editor can be sent to 
kaiminletters@umontana.edu. 
The Kaimin invites 
letters to the editor
 and guest columns.
Letters should be 300 words or fewer, and 
columns should be about 700 words. Please 
e-mail both to letters@kaimin.umt.edu, or drop them off in Don 
Anderson Hall 208. Make sure to include a phone number where 
we can reach you.
 
Jan. 24, 9:06 p.m.
A complaint was made to a 
resident assistant on the 3rd fl oor 
of Jesse Hall referring to a strong 
smell of marijuana coming from 
one of the rooms. Offi cers later 
paid the student a visit, and found 
that he had been indeed, smoking 
marijuana. The student was cited 
for possession of dangerous 
drugs.
Jan. 24, 9:24 p.m.
Offi cers responded to a 
complaint of a noxious odor, 
possibly marijuana, coming from 
the second fl oor of Pantzer Hall. 
When offi cers knocked on the door 
the occupants of the pod refused to 
let them in. 
“They don’t have to open the 
door,” Director of Public Safety 
Jim Lemcke said. “In this case they 
didn’t.” The students, however, 
were written up by their RA for a 
student conduct code violation.
Jan. 25, 2:12 a.m.
Offi cers were called in to 
investigate a report of a strong 
smell of marijuana coming, once 
again, from the 3rd fl oor of Jesse 
Hall. 
“The third fl oor of Jesse has 
been a popular spot this year,” 
Lemcke said. He said offi cers were 
able to detect a strong smell of 
marijuana in the room despite the 
fact the windows were open. 
“You know, if people have the 
windows open in January, and they 
have a towel under the door, that’s 
pretty much a clue that they’re 
smoking something,” Lemcke 
said. The student was cited for 
possession of drug paraphernalia. 
Jan. 25, 9:45 p.m.
Offi cers received a report of 
two males spinning donuts in the 
snow near the lumberyard in Fort 
Missoula. They were identifi ed as 
two males collecting tree limbs 
for the upcoming Forrester’s Ball. 
The two males were warned, but 
not cited. 
“They were just out enjoying 
the snowfall,” Lemcke said.
Jan. 27, 12:45 a.m.
A noise disturbance was 
reported out behind Bannack 
Court. It turned out to be people 
sledding down the hill. 
“Midnight is an interesting time 
to go sledding,” Lemcke said. No 
one was cited.
Jan. 27, 4:15 a.m.
Offi cers responded to a 
disturbance in the University 
Villages. A man had gotten into 
an argument with his girlfriend, 
and then allegedly shoved her and 
punched some holes in the wall. 
“There was alcohol involved as 
you might expect,” Lemcke said. 
The man was charged with partner 
assault.
Jan. 27, 9:30 a.m.
An RA encountered a transient 
in Craig Hall who appeared to be 
confused or mentally ill. The RA 
told the man he would fi nd him 
some help, but before police could 
arrive, the man had left. 
“He didn’t do anything,” 
Lemcke said. “He was just 
confused.”
Jan. 27, 8:52 p.m.
A young woman was walking 
by the Skaggs building on her 
way to Craig Hall when a man 
approached her and grabbed her 
shirt. The woman was able to get 
away, but the suspect was not 
apprehended. He was described as 
having a black baseball cap, a gray 
sweatshirt and jeans. 
“If anybody sees anybody 
acting suspicious they should call 
us or feel free to use the campus 
escort service,” Lemcke said.
Jan. 29, 7:15 p.m.
Offi cers received a report of 
a male on foot chasing a deer 
somewhere on the grounds. The 
suspect fl ed in a white Subaru 
before police arrived. 
“I don’t know what he was 
going to do when he caught him. 
Or what the deer was going to do. 
It could have been ugly,” Lemcke 
said.
Jan. 30, 1:00 p.m.
A Kelty baby trailer for a bicycle 
was stolen from the University 
Villages. The suspect apparently 
had to cut through a lock to get to 
it. The trailer was valued at about 
$300.
Jan. 30, 8:30 p.m.
A red truck crashed through 
a roadblock right in front of the 
Offi ce of Public Safety. The driver 
was arrested on a pre-existing 
warrant. It later became apparent 
that the occupants of the car had 
been smoking marijuana as well. 
“If you’re smoking dope and 
got a warrant you probably ought 
to not get the attention of the 
police,” Lemcke said. Another 
passenger was cited for possession 
of drug paraphernalia.
Citations:
Keith Benedix, 19, possession 
of dangerous drugs
Johnathan Deutsch, 20, 
possession of drug paraphernalia
Aaron Brien, 29, partner 
assault
Zackery Chada, 22, outstanding 
warrant
Rudy Ashenbrener, 21, 
possession of drug paraphernalia
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Dorm-dwelling dopers, dashing deer, donut dallying, disturbing dude
Jan. 29, 10:14 a.m.
A man was stopped in the 
campus bookstore when a coffee 
mug that was on display for sale 
nearby fell out of his pocket. When 
asked if he had anything more, the 
man produced a key ring from his 
pocket. “People steal the dumbest 
stuff,” Lemcke said. The man fled 
the scene before police arrived.
Police 
Blotter
Mike Gerrity
MONTANA KAIMIN
REPORT
Continued from page 1
logistics forces.
The third wave, with the 
remainder of that initial 4,000 
troops, would include aircraft 
units, engineers, and other support 
forces, depending on the type of 
incident.
Punaro, a retired Marine Corps 
major general, had sharp criticism 
for Northern Command, saying 
that commanders there have made 
little progress developing detailed 
response plans for attacks against 
the homeland.
“NorthCom has got to get 
religion in this area,” said Punaro. 
He said the military needs to avoid 
“pickup game” type responses, 
such as the much-criticized federal 
reaction to Hurricane Katrina, and 
put in place the kind of detailed 
plans that exist for virtually any 
international crisis.
He also underscored the 
commission’s main fi nding: the 
Pentagon must move toward 
making the National Guard and 
Reserves an integral part of the 
U.S. military.
The panel, in its No. 1 
recommendation, said the Defense 
Department must use the nation’s 
citizen soldiers to create an 
operational force that would be 
fully trained, equipped and ready 
to defend the nation, respond to 
crises and supplement the active 
duty troops in combat.
Pointing to the continued 
strain on the military, as it fi ghts 
wars on two fronts, the panel 
said the U.S. has “no reasonable 
alternative” other than to continue 
to rely heavily on the reserves to 
supplement the active duty forces 
both at home and abroad.
Using reserves as a permanent, 
ready force, the commission argued, 
is a much more cost effective way 
to supplement the military since 
they are about 70 percent cheaper 
than active duty troops.
Asked how much it would 
cost to implement the panel’s 
recommendations, Punaro said it 
will take billions to fully equip the 
Guard. The commission is going 
to ask the Congressional Budget 
Offi ce to do a cost analysis, he 
said.
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The makings of a party
Eric Oravsky/ Montana Kaimin
Volunteers and members of the Forestry Club set up for the 91st annual Foresters’ Ball. The construction started late Tuesday afternoon to be fi nished for tonight. 
PleaseRecycle this paper!
had “the necessary credentials 
and gravitas” to lead the country 
in withdrawing from Iraq without 
endangering U.S. forces or further 
destabilizing the region. She said it 
was crucial to bring Syria and Iran 
to the diplomatic table.
Obama shot back, “Senator 
Clinton mentioned the issue of 
gravitas and judgment. I think it 
is much easier for us to have the 
argument when we have a nominee 
who says ‘I always thought this 
was a bad idea. This was a bad 
strategy.’ It was not just a problem 
of execution.”
Clinton voted in October 2002 
to authorize President Bush to 
use force in Iraq, while Obama 
opposed such authority in a speech 
he gave in 2002 as a member of 
the Illinois state Senate.
The two also reached out quickly 
to backers of former rival John 
Edwards, who bowed out of the 
race Wednesday without endorsing 
either one. Both praised his efforts 
in their opening statements.
Obama called Edwards “a voice 
for this party and this country for 
many years to come.” Clinton 
saluted both Edwards and his 
wife, Elizabeth, as setting “their 
personal example of courage and 
leadership” in their advocacy for 
the poor.
Asked whether it was good 
for the country to have another 
Clinton in the White House, further 
extending Bush and Clinton family 
control over government, Clinton 
drew applause in the Kodak 
Theatre – home of the Academy 
Awards – when she replied, “It did 
take a Clinton to clean after the 
fi rst Bush and I think it might take 
another one to clean up after the 
second Bush.”
The nation’s weakening 
economy was a prime topic, and 
both candidates said they preferred 
Democratic-proposed stimulus 
plans that would give more tax 
relief to low- and middle-income 
workers than would Republican 
proposals.
Obama focused on Republican 
front-runner John McCain, 
praising McCain’s two votes 
against Bush’s fi rst-term tax cuts 
and questioning his support now 
for extending them. “Somewhere 
along the line, the Straight Talk 
Express lost some wheels,” the 
Illinois senator said, referring to 
the name of McCain’s campaign 
bus.
Both Obama and Clinton 
nodded in agreement as they 
compared Democratic economic 
solutions to those put forward by 
the GOP.
Befi tting a Hollywood 
audience, among the celebrities 
in the theater were Diane Keaton, 
Jason Alexander, Pierce Brosnan, 
Rob Reiner, Stevie Wonder, 
Kate Capshaw, Steven Spielberg, 
Leonardo DiCaprio, Bradley 
Whitford and Gary Shandling.
Both candidates acknowledged 
policy differences but also sought 
to ratchet back what had become 
increasingly personal attacks and 
the animosity of their last debate 
before the Jan. 26 South Carolina 
primary, which Obama won by a 
margin of 2-to-1.
Obama appears to have most of 
the momentum as of now, including 
high-profi le endorsements and 
impressive fundraising. But Clinton 
has considerable institutional 
strength and is still widely favored 
to do better overall than Obama on 
Super Tuesday.
“I was friends with Hillary 
Clinton before we started this 
campaign. I will be friends with 
Hillary Clinton after this campaign 
is over,” Obama said .
“We’re having a wonderful 
time,” Clinton said at one point.
DEBATE
Continued from page 1
MK
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Tuesday, Feb. 5, will be a historic day in America. 
On Tuesday, voters will award more delegates to 
presidential hopefuls than any other in U.S. history. 
Here in Montana, the Republicans are holding a caucus. 
(Hint: taking part in our democracy is a good way to 
get out of class). We want to see what students at UM 
think about this year’s election. So, to celebrate Super-
Duper Tuesday, the Montana Kaimin invites you to 
submit your…SUPER-DUPER PRESIDENTIAL 
PREDICTIONS!
It’s pretty simple: just ciricle the initials of the canidate 
you think will win in each state, write your name and 
phone number in the box down on the right and bring it 
to the Kaimin offi ce in room 208 of Don Anderson Hall 
by noon on Tuesday, February 5. Whoever has the most 
correct guesses will receive a free $10 gift certifi cate 
to Break Espresso in downtown Missoula. Late entries 
will not be accepted. Limit one entry form per person.
This is an election where college engagement will be 
vitally important. While this may be a pointless exercise 
with no lasting consequences…hey, it’s free coffee!
Super Tuesday means SUPER-DUPER PRESIDENTIAL PREDICTIONS!
Name:
Phone Number:
Pick the 
nominees 
& win a prize!
Montana Kaimin:
Goes great with democracy.
Several UM Dance Program 
students and alumni will be joining 
Montana’s only professional 
contemporary dance group, the 
Headwaters Dance Company, 
for its 2008 Gala Concert this 
weekend.
“After months of work, it’s 
fi nally time to show what we’ve 
got,” said UM student Ashley 
Griffi th, 21. Griffi th is in her 
second year performing with the 
company. 
This year’s repertoire boasts 
lots of variety, Griffi th said. There 
will be a big group piece, a solo 
and several new pieces by Amy 
Ragsdale, Headwaters’ artistic 
director, and choreography by 
former Headwaters dancer Nicole 
Wolcott, among several notable 
others. 
“It’s weird when I hear someone 
say that I’m a professional 
dancer,” Griffi th said. “People told 
me that I’d never make it, but that 
just reminded me to keep going. 
I’ll always have a passion for 
dancing.”
Since she began dancing at the 
age of four, performing on stage 
has enabled her to “let go and 
forget all the minor details of life,” 
she said. Griffi th said she feels 
fortunate that Missoula has this 
company and these opportunities, 
and she is excited for the gala.
Fellow UM students Elizabeth 
Martin and Michael Becker will 
be joining Griffi th and the rest of 
the Headwaters Company in the 
gala. After practicing for eight 
hours every week since August, 
and recently stepping it up to a 
“kind of hardcore level,” Griffi th 
said, the group is ready and eager 
to show off their hard work.         
Featured in 
the show is Part 
III of the multi-
year Montana 
Suite Project, 
inspired by the 
Rocky Mountains 
and Montana’s 
R i v e r s . 
According to a 
press release, this 
16-minute piece, 
choreographed 
by the world-
renowned choreographer Lar 
Lubovitch, is “a contagious swirl 
of music” set to a sound score 
created by Lubovitch and UM 
sound design students. The score 
combines different takes on the 
song “Gather by the River” and 
natural sound effects. The piece 
was created exclusively for the 
Headwaters Dance Company Gala 
Concert. 
Also on the roster is “Straight 
Duet,” a humorous look at 
newlyweds by Wolcott and fellow 
choreographer Larry Keigwin. 
Dancers Kitty Sailer and Brian 
Gerke use the trampoline-like 
characteristics of a large mattress 
to dance through the delicate, 
awkward moments of their fi rst 
night alone.
“III” is a trio choreographed 
by Taiwanese choreographer 
Chia Chi Chiang and inspired by 
life within the small confi nes of 
an island. Dancers Sailer, Jessica 
Mulette and Sarah Bortis each take 
turns trying to squeeze through 
narrow gaps created by the other 
two, narrowly missing each other 
and sometimes 
having to push 
each other out of 
the way. 
In “Still,” 
also by Chia Chi 
Chiang, dancer 
Gerke performs 
a solo in a box. 
He emerges and 
retreats from his 
shelter, much like 
a snail testing 
the environment 
outside its shell. 
Ragsdale will add three new 
pieces to the gala: “The Game,” 
which explores the shifting 
alliances of relationships by using 
balls to jump and dive with; “I Feel 
Safer Now- Ten Steps to Fascism,” 
a darkly humorous exploration of 
the regulations implemented after 
9/11, set to a sound score by UM 
music professor Charles Nichols; 
and “50,” a solo that celebrates 
turning 50.    
Performances will be held at 
the Missoula Children’s Theatre 
through Feb. 2. Shows start at 7:30 
p.m. nightly, and a matinee will be 
held on Saturday at 2 p.m. Tickets 
are available at Rockin Rudy’s, 
Worden’s or at the door. Ticket 
prices are $12 for the general 
public, $8 for students and $5 
student rush (half an hour before 
concert time, with I.D.) 
“People told me that I’d never make it, but that 
just reminded me to 
keep going.
”
– Ashley 
Griffi th,
Kaimin Arts
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Mapping First Friday
A - Montana Museum 
of Art and Culture
B - Monte Dolack 
    Gallery
C - The Dark Room
D - Authentic Creations
E - The Celtic 
    Connection
F - Gallery Saintonge
G - Dana Gallery
F
G
A
ED
C
B
The offi cial Kaimin Arts 
Guide to First Friday
Melissa Weaver
MONTANA KAIMIN
The Montana Museum of Art 
and Culture, located in the PAR/
TV building, is now showcasing 
“Impacted Nations,” a traveling 
exhibit of contemporary Native 
American art.
Sponsored by Honor the Earth, a 
Native American advocacy group, 
the featured work of “Impacted 
Nations” focuses on the struggle 
between the Native people’s 
relationship with nature being 
damaged by various political and 
economic constraints. “Impacted 
Nations” has also been to venues 
in New York City, Chicago and 
Minneapolis, among others. 
The Montana Museum of Art 
and Culture is open this Friday 
from 4 to 8:30 p.m.
Montana Museum 
of Art and Culture
Monte Dolack 
Gallery Gallery Saintonge
Dana Gallery
The Dark Room
Authentic 
Creations
Celtic Connection
The Monte Dolack gallery 
will display “Morning at Emerald 
Lake” as the feature piece in 
tonight’s First Friday reception. 
“Morning at Emerald Lake,” the 
Great Falls native’s most recent 
limited edition piece, will be 
priced at $225.
Dolack’s work is largely 
inspired by various landscapes in 
Montana, such as “Bitterroot River 
(Lost Horse Bend)”, and “Evening 
on Yellowstone Lake,” to name a 
few. The Monte Dolack Gallery is 
open from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Gallery Saintonge is continuing 
its current exhibit “beachscapes,” 
with photographs by Desiree 
Manville. The exhibit has been 
running through much of January 
and features many small beach-
themed photographs refl ecting the 
15 years Manville spent living by 
the sea. 
Manville’s photographs “quietly 
engulf the senses” with images 
of palms, detritus of the sea, the 
land and the wind, according to 
the gallery’s press release. This 
is Manville’s second exhibit at 
Gallery Saintonge. “Beachscapes” 
runs until Feb. 22. First Friday 
hours begin at 5 p.m.
The Dana Gallery’s new exhibit 
is called “Out West - The Great 
American Landscape.” It features 
works from several Montana 
artists, as well as works from over 
60 of America’s top contemporary 
Western artists. 
The works were previously part 
of a year-long touring exhibit that 
visited seven major cities in China. 
According to its January press 
release, Dana Gallery is “quite 
honored” to be the fi nal host for 
this international tour. First Friday 
hours run from 5 to 8 p.m.
The Dark Room will open for 
First Friday with photographs by 
Michael Rees. 
Rees said the photos in his 
exhibit, “In Pursuit of Light,” 
search for new ways to capture 
light. He described his photos as 
“new takes on ordinary things.” 
Rees said two must-see photos 
include “Two Logs” and “The 
Weight of Mourning,” which he 
likes for their unique lighting that 
evokes an “emotional, calming 
response.” This will be the 
Stevensville native’s fi rst-ever 
show. 
The First Friday exhibit begins 
at 5 p.m.
Authentic Creations is 
celebrating their grand re-opening 
in the old Rainbow’s End location. 
Kevin Bacon look-alike Jason 
Bohman will have abstract art on 
display, and will paint a mural for 
audiences this evening. Free, 6 to 
9 p.m. 
Authentic Creations is also 
using their First Friday party to 
kick off their logo design contest. 
The venue is looking for a simple, 
eco-based logo to appeal to a wide 
audience. The contest starts on 
Friday and runs for two weeks; the 
grand prize winner will earn $300 
in store credit.
The Celtic Connection is 
hosting a live Irish music session 
showcasing the pennywhistle, 
mandolin, fi ddle and other 
traditional instruments. Free, 7 to 
9 p.m.
Coming dance gala features 
student dance, choreography
Kaimin Arts Movie Quote Quiz
So here’s the skinny. We quote a movie, you read the 
quote, you guess the character and the movie and send 
it to kaiminarts@gmail.com. We’ll announce the winner 
on Wednesday. The most colorful guess (that’s right, use 
creative sentence structure) gets a prize. And now:
“Even in my dreams, I’m an idiot who knows he’s about 
to wake up to reality.”
Erica Doornek
Steve Miller
Melissa Weaver
MONTANA KAIMIN
Tennessee Williams, the 
legendary American playwright 
behind “The Glass Menagerie” 
and “A Streetcar Named Desire,” 
could not have opened the window 
wider on the messy kitchen of his 
personal life than with the words 
uttered by his 1950’s tragic hero 
Brick.
“Mendacity is a system that we 
live in. Liquor is one way out an’ 
death’s the other.”
The line serves as 
an exclamation point 
emphasizing both 
Williams’ rocky life 
and the finale of Act 
II in “Cat on a Hot Tin Roof,” 
the latest theatrical fare from the 
Montana Repertory Theatre. 
Williams’ turbulent life in 
many ways mirrored the failures 
of Brick, Stanley Kowalski and 
indeed any of his numerous fallen 
leading men. He was Mississippi-
born success on the surface, 
claiming twin Pulitzer Prizes and 
a Presidential Medal of Freedom; 
but battles with critics in the 1960s 
and the death of Frank Merlo, his 
longtime companion, left Williams 
as dependent on the bottle as the 
men he penned.
But if the play weren’t a 
challenge, Montana Rep wouldn’t 
touch it. Continuing a streak of 
annual spring classics including 
“Steel Magnolias,” “The Trip to 
Bountiful” and “Lost in Yonkers,” 
artistic director Greg Johnson and 
his crew threw open the window 
on a splendid 2008 touring 
production of “Cat on a Hot Tin 
Roof” this week in the Montana 
Theatre. 
Butte native Rick Prigge 
stumbles into the shoes (or, 
rather, plaster cast) of washed-up 
football star Brick. In a chapter 
straight from Williams’ life, Brick 
wrestles with the death of his close 
friend Skipper and the shadow of 
homosexuality his wife suggests 
hung over the relationship. 
Distraught, his only desire in 
life is to realize that mental “click” 
that comes from so many drinks.
From minute one he resists the 
desperate advances of his sexually 
deprived wife, Maggie (Heather 
Benton), with swigs of scotch and 
a disinterested whistle. 
“Maggie the Cat,” 
as she’s known, gives 
context to the play’s 
title as she dances 
through the inferno 
of her husband’s 
emotional downfall. “Cat on a Hot 
Tin Roof” becomes more her story 
than anyone else’s, the story of a 
woman trying to seduce her own 
husband and meet the expectations 
of procreation set by impatient in-
laws, all the while living the lie of 
happiness.
The most entertaining 
performance in Missoula this 
season comes from Big Mama 
(Jayne Muirhead). A chirpy, 
overbearing fusspot, she scurries 
across the stage like Aunt Bee 
after her third Red Bull and vodka, 
clearing up clothes and sticking her 
nose in all the family business. 
Opposite Big Mama’s endearing 
nature is her daughter-in-law Mae 
(Michelle Edwards), a walking 
baby factory with the newest 
model already on the assembly 
line. Along with husband Gooper 
(Chris Torma), Mae has her 
greedy sights set on inheritance 
rather than Big Daddy’s impeding 
death. 
Throw into the mix Big Daddy 
(Eddie Levi Lee), Brick’s uncouth 
father. A hot-tempered man of the 
old South, Big Daddy boasts of his 
rise from a plantation overseer to 
the owner of a 28,000-acre dream 
plot. And on the night of his 65th 
birthday, he is fooled into believing 
that a recent cancer scare was false. 
His newly discovered zest for 
life shines through in a uniquely 
graphic way as he talks of finding 
a young mistress, “choking her 
with diamonds,” “smothering her 
with minks,” and “humping her 
from Hell to breakfast.” 
But if Big Daddy is anything, 
he is not the type of man to talk 
about what matters. And that is 
just what Brick attempts to make 
him. Big Daddy is the harsh and 
unforgiving world to Brick’s 
closeted emotions. And here, more 
than with Maggie, the true story 
of Tennessee Williams surfaces: a 
man, a desperate man, fighting for 
a bit of understanding in a world 
of lies.
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Students have spent the last 
week gearing up for this weekend’s 
Forester’s Ball, and one band will 
have the Schreiber Gym rocking 
until the early morning. The 
Montana Kaimin caught up with 
Shawn Christensen of the band 
County Line to talk about spending 
the weekend as the maestros for 
one of the University of Montana’s 
most storied traditions.
Kaimin Arts How do you go 
about compiling a set-list for such 
an occasion? 
Shawn Christensen: We try 
to put like two or three originals 
into a set and pretty much try to 
play what we think our crowd 
pretty much likes, but I mean it’s 
basically what we do when we play 
in town.  We kind of know what 
people want to hear so we kind 
of throw our originals in — like 
maybe three in a set or something 
like that.
KA: How long are you playing?
SC: Four hours.
KA: What’s your favorite thing 
about playing the Forester’s Ball?
SC: (Laughs) To tell you what, 
I have not played it before. I mean I 
went, but last time… was probably 
’96, but I pretty much grew up 
going to it.  It should be a good 
time. We’re excited for playing. 
Everybody that’s in the band (has) 
been to them, and actually a couple 
of guys in the band has played at 
them.
KA: What can one expect if they 
come to hear you?
SC: They’ll definitely have a 
good time; we have a pretty big 
following.  I heard that Saturday’s 
already sold out. It should be pretty 
good.  Our new album will be out 
in March and we got some pretty 
big gigs this summer coming up. 
This last year, folks seen us open 
up for Shooter Jennings, Emerson 
Drive, Josh Gracin. We have some 
pretty big shows this summer.
The Forester’s Ball starts 
at 8 p.m. and goes until 1 a.m. 
both Friday and Saturday nights. 
Tickets will be available at the 
door: $20 for singles and $30 for 
couples.
County Line
Artin’ it up
Alisia Muhlestein / Montana Kaimin
Junior Caitlin Amy inspects a painting in the UC Gallery Thursday afternoon. “I enjoyed it more than I thought I would,” said Amy. The UC Gallery is open from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through Friday and changes its exhibits monthly. 
Alex Sakariassen
MONTANA KAIMIN
Kaimin Arts 
Review
Q & A:
Steve Miller
MONTANA KAIMIN
Montana Rep takes on 
‘Cat on a Hot Tin Roof’
Home games
•Saturday, Feb. 2 – Lady 
Griz vs. Eastern Washington 7 
p.m.
Sports Briefs
Kaimin Sports
Friday, February 1, 2008 
Men’s bball
School  Big Sky All
Weber State     6-2 11-9
Portland State     5-2 12-8
Northern Arizona     6-3 14-8
Idaho State     5-3 8-13
Montana State     5-3 13-8
Montana     3-5 9-12
Eastern Washington 3-6 8-15
Northern Colorado   3-6 9-12
Sacramento State     1-7 3-16
Women’s bball
School  Big Sky All
Montana                 6-1     16-4
Portland State     5-2 15-5
Idaho State     5-2 13-6
Northern Colorado   4-3 10-10
Montana State     4-3 9-10
Northern Arizona     3-4 7-13
Sacramento State     3-5 5-15
Weber State     2-5 8-11
Eastern Washington 0-7 3-17
Side
lines
Basketball: Despite four 
players scoring in double fi gures 
and a late rally to tie the game, 
the Montana men’s basketball 
team fell to Portland State 70-
68 Thursday night. Senior guard 
Matt Martin and junior guard 
Ceylon Elgin-Taylor were top 
scorers for the Griz with 15 
points. Montana led the entire 
fi rst half and took a 30-27 lead 
to the locker room. The Vikings 
never led until just over 12 
minutes remaining in the game. 
Portland State continued to sink 
shots and stretch the lead to 10, 
and the Griz came back to tie 
the game with two minutes left 
to play. Sophomore Cameron 
Rundles took a pressure shot at 
the buzzer but it didn’t fall.  
The Griz were out-rebounded 
32-24.
SCORES
MEN’S 
Portland State 70, Montana 
68
Montana State 64, Eastern 
Washington 57
Northern Colorado 80, 
Northern Arizona 77
Weber State 59, Idaho State 
57
WOMEN’S
Montana 77, Portland State 
73 OT
Montana State 83, Eastern 
Washington 70
Sacramento State 64, 
Northern Colorado 62
Standings
Griz steal conference fi rst with overtime win
The tall, redheaded woman 
slipped behind the outstretched 
hands of the Lady Griz defenders, 
caught a quick pass and converted 
a lay-up off the backboard with 8 
seconds to play. Her shot forced 
Thursday night’s game into 
overtime.  
Her father would be proud.  
The elusive player is Portland 
State’s Erin Yankus, and her father 
is former Griz basketball player 
Charlie Yankus.  
Coming to Montana is nothing 
new for the 6-foot-2 sophomore 
forward.  
“I grew up hearing about it, so I 
wanted to come back here and get 
some revenge and shut my old man 
up,” said Yankus, who fi nished 
with 15 points and 6 rebounds 
against the Lady Griz.  
Charlie Yankus played for 
Montana from 1975 to 1979 and 
now lives in Oregon.  
“He talks a lot about the 
tradition at Montana,” Yankus 
said. “He also says ‘no losses to 
the bobcats.’”  
Erin’s mother, Robin, also went 
to Montana, and her mother’s ex-
boyfriend is an announcer at the 
Montana basketball games.  
“It’s really weird sometimes,” 
Yankus said. “I’ve been coming 
here every year to visit family, 
every year since I was a little kid. 
To see my dad’s picture in the 
display case was really nice.”  
During the game, Yankus 
proved clutch for Portland State as 
she curled to face the basket and 
calmly swished a foul line jumper 
with about a minute and a half 
remaining to tie the game.  
Although she only averages 
about 5 points a game, she proved 
to be a key part of the Vikings’ 
effort as she dropped 13 of her 15 
points in the team’s second-half 
surge. Portland State nearly pulled 
off a win, and one would think 
that Yankus might be playing with 
some special motivation because 
of her dad.  
She says it doesn’t really affect 
her, and the fact that her dad wore 
the same jersey as her opponents 
last night wasn’t really on her 
mind at all.  
“I’ve been hearing about college 
basketball history for years and 
years growing up, so even though 
I don’t play for the Griz, I feel like 
I’m carrying on the tradition.” 
Eric Oravsky/ Montana Kaimin
Jr. Mandy Morales moves around a Vikings player shortly before overtime. The game ended in overtime 77-73 Lady Griz.
Roman Stubbs
MONTANA KAIMIN
Overtime was needed to decide 
a conference leader Thursday 
night.   
Mandy Morales scored seven 
crucial points in the extra stanza as 
Montana held off a frantic second-
half rally to beat Portland State 
77-73 Thursday night at Dahlberg 
Arena.
The win gives Montana sole 
possession of fi rst place in the Big 
Sky Conference at 6-1.  
“It’s a great win for us,” said 
coach Robin Selvig. “They didn’t 
shoot the ball well in the fi rst half, 
and we were able to build a lead, 
but they have so many weapons, 
and we knew they would come 
back in the second half. Our 
defense got stops when we needed 
them, and we were able to weather 
the storm.”   
Aided by 10 Portland State 
turnovers and a string of transition 
buckets, Montana put together an 
18-2 run in the fi nal eight minutes of 
the fi rst half, taking a commanding 
38-22 lead to recess. The Vikings, 
who boast three of the top scorers 
in the conference, were dominated 
in almost every facet of the game 
in the fi rst 20 minutes, being held 
to 25 percent shooting and out-
rebounded 29-18. 
Kelsey Kahle, who averages 
about 18 points and eight rebounds 
a game, was a non-factor all night 
for the Vikings, being held to only 
three points and one assist.     
But what Portland State didn’t 
get from Kahle, was made up for by 
the crafty second-half point guard 
play of Claire Faucher, who leads 
the country in assists per game. 
She wheeled and dealed in the 
lane all night, and when a Morales 
three gave Montana an 11-point 
cushion with under fi ve minutes 
to play, Faucher responded with a 
steal and two assists that led to fi ve 
points, then hit a three of her own 
to whittle the defi cit to 61-58. 
After Morales alley-ooped a 
perfect backdoor pass to Britney 
Lohman for two to give the Lady 
Griz the lead 63-58, Faucher 
connected on another three, then 
on the next possession, found Erin 
Yankus at the top of the key, who 
connected on a 10-foot jumper to 
knot the score at 63 with 1 minute, 
35 seconds remaining. It was déjà 
vu in the fi nal minute, as Morales 
found Lohman for the go-ahead 
lay-up at the 1:12 mark, then back 
came Faucher who lobbed a pass 
into Yankus for the lay-up and tie. 
In the extra period, it was 
all Morales offensively. After 
Portland State scored on their fi rst 
possession, Morales reeled off 
fi ve straight points, including a 
conventional three-point play. 
After Faucher hit a clutch baseline 
three to cut Montana’s lead at 72-
70 with a minute left, Morales 
came right back on the perimeter, 
crossing over and pump faking to 
draw a shooting foul, then hit both 
free throws to give Montana the 
lead for good. 
“I just wanted to be aggressive 
in overtime, and I was able to get 
some lay-ups and get the foul at the 
end,” said Morales, who fi nished 
with 17 points in 34 minutes of 
action. “This is a big win for us, 
Yankus carries on family tradition
Ben Prez
MONTANA KAIMIN
See Conference, page 11
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The weather is not usually a 
factor when it comes to indoor 
track. However, a blizzard in 
Moscow, Idaho, on Thursday 
forced the University of Montana 
indoor track team to shuffl e its 
weekend plans at the last minute.
The team planned to attend the 
University of Idaho’s McDonald’s 
Collegiate Open on Saturday. But 
Thursday’s heavy snowfall, which 
closed the passes and highways 
needed to travel to Moscow, 
left Montana scrambling for an 
alternative.
So instead of competing in 
Idaho on Saturday, the Grizzlies 
are traveling to Bozeman today 
to compete in the Montana State 
Invitational.
Assistant track coach Harry 
Clark said it is hard to plan for one 
meet and end up going to another.
“You prepare for a Saturday 
meet, and with such a short season 
you can’t really take days off if 
something happens like this,” 
Clark said. “Bozeman was nice 
enough to let us in if we need to 
get into a meet.”
The last minute rescheduling 
wasn’t just hard on the coaches. 
“It sucks,” said senior thrower 
Curtis Bean about the change. “I 
was planning on throwing hard 
today but you have to adapt.”
Distance runner Kesslee Payne 
said changing tracks isn’t that big 
of a deal.
“You just race when you need 
to race; the area shouldn’t really 
make a difference,” Payne said. 
“You perform inside on a fl at 
track.  A track’s a track, no matter 
(where it is).”
Sophomore distance runner 
Steven Gimpel is disappointed he 
won’t be competing at Idaho.
“Our goal was to compete with 
Idaho, who was 16th in the nation 
in a preseason poll,” Gimpel said.  
Clark said the Idaho trip is 
usually a chance for the team to go 
somewhere new and see different 
competition.
“Moscow was just an all around 
better meet for us,” he said. “The 
kids get to get out on a big track 
and get some really fast times to 
qualify early and not worry about 
it the rest of the season.”
The University of Idaho boasts 
the largest indoor track in the 
NCAA.
“It’s just something we have to 
deal with,” Clark said.   “The kids 
get better competition, not seeing 
the same kids every weekend.” 
Junior thrower Brittany 
Williams said Montana shouldn’t 
be at a disadvantage due to the 
eleventh-hour rescheduling.
“It is short notice but at the 
same time it is a shorter bus trip,” 
Williams said. “We will get to 
sleep a little better and be at a track 
we are at all the time.”
Payne said her team is always 
ready to compete against the 
Bobcats, even at the last minute.
“You don’t want Montana State 
beating you at all,” she said. “You 
Weather sidetracks team
Jake Grilley
MONTANA KAIMIN
You can tune into ESPN or read Sports Illustrated to see who the so-called 
experts think will win the Super Bowl. But you shouldn’t waste your time. Those 
pundits are paid to be of certain opinions, serving as additional arms of a corrupt 
political machine. Donald Rumsfeld in jockstraps, if you will. We give you the 
straight talk, no distractions. No walking boots, no reporters in wedding dresses 
proposing to quarterbacks. At Kaimin Sports, it’s truth. Word.
Super Bowl Picks
• Sean Breslin
New York’s playing right?
I want the Mets to win.
•Bill Oram
Patriots – 20
Giants – 17 (Tynes chokes ... again)
•Roman Stubbs
Giants – 19
Patriots – 17
•Amber Kuehn
Giants – 21
Patriots – 17
•Ben Prez
Giants – 27
Patriots – 24
•Leslie Brown
Is that this weekend? Who’s playing?
Giants – 14
Patriots – 0
MMontana
Kaimin
See Track, page 11
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especially being at home. Home 
games aren’t gimmes.”
Johanna Closson and Sonya 
Rogers scored 15 and 14 points, 
respectively, for the Lady Griz, 
who also got a productive night 
from Lohman, who had 15 points, 
6 rebounds and a defensive charge 
in overtime that sealed the win. 
Faucher fi nished with 19 points 
and 10 assists for Portland State, 
who shot 42 percent from the 
fi eld. Yankus had 15 points and 6 
boards. 
In improving to 16-4 overall, 
Montana defended their home 
court and Big Sky Conference 
lead, which, at times Thursday 
night looked threatened by the 
never-say-die Vikings. 
“We need to take care of 
business at home, because you 
don’t want to have to go play them 
at home just to get even,” Selvig 
said. 
Montana will visit Portland 
State on March 8 in both teams’ 
regular season fi nale. 
“We are now just going to 
focus on Eastern Washington. We 
have a lot of work to do, especially 
defensively,” Selvig said. “But 
we’re playing well and fi nding 
ways to win. We have a tough road 
stretch coming up.” 
Montana will square off with 
a struggling Eastern Washington 
squad Saturday night at home, then 
will begin a three-game road trip 
on Feb. 8, which includes contests 
at Montana State, Sacramento 
State and Northern Arizona.     
TRACK
Continued from page 10
don’t want any blue in front of 
you; you want all crimson. That 
motivation is always a plus.”
Gimpel believes his team has 
the potential to succeed regardless 
of where they are competing.
“We have a great chance to do 
well,” he said. “We should have a 
good contention of a lot of people 
qualifying.” The Montana State 
Invitational gets underway today 
at 4:30 p.m. The Grizzlies will be 
competing against Montana State 
and Idaho State.
Five months after accident, 
Kevin Everett is walking tall
CHICAGO (AP) -- Kevin 
Everett slowly unbuttons his suit 
jacket and sits down.
It hardly seems like a big deal, 
those three little buttons. For 
Everett, though, it is nothing short 
of amazing. Less than fi ve months 
after the catastrophic collision 
that doctors said might leave him 
paralyzed -- or worse -- he is 
walking and slowly regaining full 
use of his hands.
“I’m happy people can know me 
like this,” Everett said Thursday in 
an interview with The Associated 
Press. “They can look at me and 
see what I’ve overcome and I’m 
still trying to overcome, and just 
see that life isn’t that bad after all.
“It could be a whole lot 
worse.”
The Buffallo Bills tight end 
was playing special teams when 
he tackled Domenik Hixon on the 
second-half kickoff Sept. 9. His 
helmet struck Hixon’s helmet and 
shoulder pad, and he immediately 
fell face-down on the turf. He 
lay motionless for what seemed 
like hours as medical personnel 
worked on him and the crowd at 
Ralph Wilson Stadium watched in 
silent horror.
His spinal-cord injury was 
so severe, orthopedic surgeon 
Andrew Cappuccino said the next 
day that Everett’s chances of a full 
neurologic recovery were “bleak, 
dismal.” It was unlikely he would 
ever walk again.
“He was just going off of past 
research on the injury. I couldn’t 
expect him to say anything else 
but what he said because he didn’t 
know the outcome. Nobody did,” 
Everett said. “I was just hoping for 
the best. We were giving everybody 
the worst-case scenario.”
Everett is telling the story of 
his accident and recovery, as well 
as its impact on everyone around 
him, in “Standing Tall: The Kevin 
Everett Story,” which was written 
with Sam Carchidi and comes out 
Friday. Although his main goal 
in telling his story was to inspire 
others with spinal-cord injuries, 
he believes anyone can learn from 
it.
He and fi ancee Wiande Moore 
are spending two days doing 
interviews before fl ying to the 
Super Bowl, courtesy of an 
invitation from NFL commissioner 
Roger Goodell. Moore said the 
couple will root for the New York 
Giantsagainst the unbeaten New 
England Patriots because they’re 
the underdogs.
As Everett has proven these 
last fi ve months, never count out 
an underdog.
“I just saw it as a temporary 
little injury,” he said. “It’s not 
anything that’s going to hold me 
back.”
He is, though, trying to fi gure 
out where his life will take him 
next. Though he accepts he can no 
longer play and already is talking 
about coaching, there are times it’s 
hard to realize his playing career 
is, indeed, over.
“I was so used to working out 
and being around my teammates, 
that’s kind of hard,” said 
Everett, who plans on making an 
appearance at the Bills’ training 
camp this summer. “But I’ll be OK. 
... I don’t see it as God picking on 
me or anything. I just see it as one 
door closes, another one’s going to 
open.
“I just have to fi gure out what 
it is.”
He is working with The Miami 
Project to Cure Paralysis, and 
hopes to do more motivational 
speaking. Before the accident, 
he and a friend in Houston 
already had started a business 
selling special plastic sheets that 
prevent soap scum in showers, 
and he hopes to one day open a 
restaurant. And, of course, there 
is the wedding he and Moore are 
planning for the fall of 2009.
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He said the event was about 
understanding that the homeless 
are not unlike the rest of Missoula 
residents.
“It’s always good to be exposed 
to people that you think are 
unlike you and then you fi nd out, 
guess what, they are like you,” 
Smotherman said. “It’s always 
good to be reminded of that.”
Gordon said of all the services, 
the volunteers are what the 
homeless participants appreciate 
most.
“That’s part of what they valued 
most through the day— being with 
someone and having them treat 
them humanely,” Gordon said.
May said even though it’s 
hard for her to volunteer and help 
others when her problems are so 
overbearing, she fi nds solace in 
the help that Project Homeless 
Connect offers to her and her 
struggling friends.
“I’m one of those people that 
would go fi x the world if I could,” 
May said, “but it’s nice to know 
that since I can’t there’s someone 
that can fi x things.”
CONNECT
Continued from page 1
Co. commissioners vote in favor of rezoning
GREAT FALLS, Mont. (AP) –
The Cascade County Commission 
gave preliminary approval 
Thursday to a plan to rezone the 
proposed site of a $720 million 
coal-fi red power plant.
Opponents of the 250-
megawatt facility, meanwhile, 
vowed to continue their fi ght.
“I feel like we’ve been 
betrayed,” Bob Lassila said 
after commissioners voted 2-
1 to change the land use from 
farmland to heavy industrial. 
“It’s almost like they’re asking 
for litigation.”
Lassila owns land abutting 
the property east of Great Falls 
that Southern Montana Electric 
Generation and Transmission 
has chosen for the Highwood 
Generating Station, which would 
provide power to about 120,000 
residents in central Montana 
and a small portion of northern 
Wyoming.
The property is owned by the 
Urquhart family, which plans 
to sell it to SME should the 
rezoning receive fi nal approval. 
Commissioners will make a fi nal 
vote on the issue following a 30-
day protest period.
Voting for the request 
for the zoning change were 
Commissioners Joe Briggs and 
Lance Olson. Peggy Beltrone 
voted no, the Great Falls Tribune 
reported on its Web site.
Briggs said he was sorry to 
disappoint opponents; but he said 
he didn’t feel a zoning action 
by a county commission was 
the appropriate vehicle to set 
environmental policy or overrule 
the precedents of eminent 
domain.
The application complies with 
the county’s growth policy and 
meets the legal requirements for 
a valid zoning request and as such 
should be granted, he said.
Also this week, the Montana 
Historic Preservation Review 
Board sent a letter to Gov. Brian 
Schweitzer asking him to protect 
a nationally recognized Lewis 
and Clark portage route it claims 
is threatened by the proposed 
plant.
“We urge you to take all 
necessary steps within your 
power as governor to protect 
this important National Historic 
Landmark,” board Chairman H. 
Rafael Chacon wrote.
The board, which advises the 
governor and state agencies on 
preservation issues, thought it 
was important that their voice be 
heard on a “very, very important 
issue,” said Kate Hampton, 
coordinator for the State Historic 
Preservation Offi ce.
Evan Barrett, the chief business 
offi cer in the governor’s Offi ce 
of Economic Development, said 
there is little the governor can 
do administratively at this point 
because it is so late in the review 
process for the power plant.
SME General Manager Tim 
Gregori called the move an 
“attempt to bolt with the process 
because it may not necessarily 
be going the way folks think it 
should be going.”
He said a protocol already exists 
to discuss mitigating the plant’s 
impact on the portage route. That 
process involves consultation 
between the federal Rural 
Utilities Service and historical 
and government agencies with a 
stake in the route.
Gregori added that SME is 
working to mitigate the potential 
visual impacts, including an 
expensive shift of the plant to 
outside the landmark corridor. 
The company, which is a coalition 
of rural utilities, also is teaming 
with local groups to enhance 
the overall Lewis and Clark 
experience, he said.
Brazil judge bans carnival fl oat
RIO DE JANEIRO, Brazil (AP) 
– There will be no simulated pile 
of naked, emaciated corpses – and 
no dancing Hitler – at the world’s 
biggest street party.
A judge on Thursday blocked 
a carnival fl oat meant to show that 
the Holocaust “gives you goose 
bumps.”
Workers began dismantling the 
fl oat to rebuild it for this weekend’s 
parade, television footage showed. 
Viradouro, the top Rio samba group 
responsible for the fl oat, said it was 
designed to remind carnival-goers 
of past horrors to prevent them from 
happening again.
But Jewish leaders were outraged. 
The Jewish Federation of Rio de 
Janeiro sued under federal laws 
prohibiting Nazi propaganda and 
racism in Brazil, said Lara Voges, a 
court spokeswoman.
“It’s inadmissible that they could 
have a parade fl oat depicting dead 
Jews and a live Hitler on top of 
them,” said federation spokesman 
Jose Roitberg.
The designer of the fl oat, Paulo 
Barros, wept as workers tore it 
apart and said the group meant no 
disrespect by depicting holocaust 
victims.
“This an extremely serious work, 
and people think we’re mocking,” he 
said, tears streaming from his eyes. 
“We’re going to speak now of the 
right to freedom.”
Andreia Vieira, the artist who 
created the mound of dead bodies, 
called it “a major loss, a lot of 
money and labor spent.” The club’s 
percussion director, known as Master 
Cica, said the ban was a blow after 
months of preparation. “To get this 
court order in the fi nal minute of the 
game is tremendously frustrating,” 
he said.
Rio de Janeiro state Judge Juliana 
Kalichszteim called the fl oat a “clear 
trivialization of barbaric events.”
Carnival “should not be used as a 
tool for the cult of hate, any form of 
racism,” the judge said.
Rio’s two-night Samba parade, 
featuring thousands of scantily clad 
and elaborately plumed dancers, is 
the high point of Brazil’s carnival 
celebrations and is televised 
nationally in a country of 185 million 
people.
During the event, Rio’s 12 top-
tier samba groups each present an 
80-minute parade featuring hundreds 
of drummers and thousands of 
dancers to compete to be the year’s 
champion.
Each group chooses a theme 
refl ected in music, costumes and 
fl oats.
Viradouro, which is scheduled 
to parade early Monday, chose the 
theme, “It Gives You Goose Bumps,” 
featuring fl oats depicting the shock 
of birth and cold, along with the pile 
of Holocaust victims.
Although the samba group refused 
to say whether it had planned to have 
a dancing Hitler, it was listed in the 
offi cial parade description as part of 
the fl oat.
According to Kalichszteim’s 
decision, the group would face fi nes 
of $113,000 if it ignored her order by 
parading with the mannequins and 
$28,000 for each dancer dressed as 
Hitler.
News of the fl oat drew worldwide 
attention. Earlier this week, the 
international Jewish human rights 
group Simon Wiesenthal Center 
issued a statement of protest.
On Wednesday, a second-division 
samba group agreed to remove 
swastikas from dancers’ costumes 
following complaints from the Rio 
Jewish federation. The group, Estacio 
de Sa, also agreed to drop a section 
of the parade named after Hitler.
“I thinks it’s in terribly bad taste,” 
said sociologist and carnival scholar 
Roberto DaMatta. But it makes sense 
considering the festival’s sacrilegious 
origins, he added.
“The only problem is we’re not in 
the Middle Ages anymore. It doesn’t 
work in a modern society,” DaMatta 
said.
Past carnival groups have had to 
change fl oats because of the Roman 
Catholic Church, which doesn’t 
want depictions of the Virgin Mary 
or Christ.
In 2004, the Grande Rio group had 
to alter a fl oat depicting Adam and 
Eve having sex and another featuring 
sexy scenes from Hinduism’s Kama 
Sutra after the Catholic Church sued 
over the parade advocating condom 
use.
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